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| but what God and Truth have ſet. 
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HE Deſign of a Preface ] conceive to be, 
JI" the Liberty an Author makes uſe of, to 


order to be introduc'd into the good 
Graces of the Public. And their conflant Ex. 
peftation of ſuch an Addreſs, ſhews their Approbas 
tion of ſuch Liberty : Therefore taking it for granted 
that I am allowed the ſame Indulgence, ſhall uſe 
the freedom to plead for myſelf, againſt thoſe that 
Demand 


1ſt, Ny I, a School- MASTER, concern my- 
ſe f with Religion in ſuch a Manner, as to read Lec- 
tures in Public ? and adly, publiſh them in Print ? 
To the firſt I anfuxer, That if all ought to concern 
themſelves with Religion for their own Satisfaftion 
or Benefit, in a private Manner, becauſe it concerns 
all; Why ſhould not be that has made it the chief 
Concern of his Life, and finds Reaſon to believe, 
That 


To the RR A P R R. 


| That his diligent ſearch after Truth has not been in 


vain; That the invariable Laws of Nature and Rea- 
fon are the ſure and only Road to it, and the right 
Rule for every one's Conduct in their different Sta- 
tions of Life; have Liberty to inſtruft others to 
whom it may be welcome, and lead them into that 


greateſt Satisfaction, and brings them into the moſt 
agreeable Diſpoſition ; which tends to the Benefit of 
every one in particular, and of Society in general? I 
would aſx further, If a Man fincerely believes it to 
be his Duty to inform others in Affairs of Religion, 
and if Faith and Sincerity are the Duties of it 
Whether it is not as laudable to do, or attempt it, as 
for one Man to endeavour to Benefit another in the 
common Affairs of Life? Whether I am qualified in 
| reality, or Imagination only, every Reader muſt judge 
for himſelf. But myſelf only can judge of my own 
Heart, which if right, I ſtand juſtified in myſelf, if 
N condemn' d by my Reader; and however be deter- 
| mines, cannot deny me this religious Right. If any 
| by theſe Lectures find the Gloom and Horrour of Eu- 
thuſiaſm diſſipated, which rages at this Time among 
us; though but of Muſhroom growth in the Church of 
England ; his Experience will teſtify, That they 
give Comfort to all that Mourn, and hold forth glad 
Tydings of great Foy to all People. But as for thoſe 
that are prejudic d, I fear their reading theſe Lec- 
tures will no more convert them than their hearing 
dd, which they were pleas'd to revile.by ſaying what= 

; | ever 


glorious State, which naturally gives Mankind the 
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To the READER, 


ever their Ignorance or Il-will diſpof d them to ſay; 
and therefore, 

To anſwer the ſecond Part of the Demand, T have 
printed the firſt and ſecond Lefures, and intend the reſt, 
to do myſelf Fuſtice, who have been miſunderſtood by 

ome that heard, and cenſur'd unheard by others 
and becauſe the Calumny is not a-ſfleep, which I ex- 
pected would before this Time have been dead and bu- 
ried, I will not deſcend to Particulars, even of the 
moſt Malignant, till further Provocations and ano- 
ther Opportunity. I muſt now flaud acquitted or con- 

demn'd by the Undexſtanding of my Readers, who 1 
wiſh could receive theſe Labours in as much Love 
to Truth, and Good Will to Mankind as they were 
given; intended by me to deliver the honeſt ſeekers 
after Truth, as much as lay in my Power, from 
the Impiety of falſe Doctrines, that in their Conſe- 
quences are deſtruftive of Morality; and from the 
Tyranny of thoſe Spiritual Taſt-Maſters, that thro 
Iznorance, Pride, or Covetouſneſs, lead the unthink- 
ing Populace into Confuſion and Deſpair; turning 
their Brains in that Manner, that many of them 
never return to their Senſes, or the uſe of their 
Reaſon in Religion. Thoſ? that are thus far diſtem- 
per'd in their Minds, are very much to be pitied, 
but not at all by any Means to be Perſecuted; for 
that will augment the Diſorder, not reftify it: 
Thoſe that have loſt their moral Senſe, and are de- 
lirious in Faith, are ſoberly or pleaſantly to be 
"—_ into their Wits. I know not of any other 


Remedy 
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Reusch to care” this Difeaſt| or Antidote, but Rein 
ſon againſt the Infeftion of Enthufiaſm. © 

New Rrave n, having, J preſime, ſufficiently 
Apologiz'# for my Condat# ine this Rei xn Au-; 
I ſhalt db nothing. more but dire? you to tbe Lechres 


' themſthves ;,, which you'need not fenr to'read. I bave' 


not pelted Mankind with Hell PFire-brantdds, mor” 
thrown Damnation all around me, as ſome kindly 
do. I love to amuſe and delight People, not terrify” 
em; to fee em rejoice, not groan in the Spirit. 
Therefore- enter M boldly, you are juſt at em, 


N . So no 
more Compliments, but 


RrAaDER, 


Your very Humble Servant, 


5 PETER ANNE x. 


LECTURE 


LECTURE I. 


S IRS, 
H E Intention of theſe Lectures is not to ſet-up 
any new Religion, but to illuſtrate the old which 
was from the Beginning ; containing ſuch Laws as are 
moſt fit for God to give, and Man to receive, agreea- 
ble to the Nature of both, correſpondent to the Moral 
fitneſs of 'Things, and tending to promote the Happi- 
neſs of the human Species, —Nor is the Deſign of theſe 
Lectures to dictate any new Forms of Faith, or pre- 
ſcribe new Modes of Worſhip, but to vindicate the 
Right which'every Man has, to fearch out, and judge 
of Truth for himſelf, and declare it to others; as alſo 
to purſue what appears to be the beſt and moſt certain 
Method of attaining it. To do this, every one ſhould 
endeavour to inform his own Judgment aright, and be 
directed by it; as every one ſhould uſe his own Senſes 
for the Management of his own Affairs. Therefore I 
have choſen for the Subject of this Diſcourſe, thoſe 
Words of Jeſus Chri/t, mention'd in Luke xii. 57. an 
Expreſſion becoming the Son of God. 

Yea, and why even of your ſelves judge ye not what 1s 
right? This to excite and promote is deſign'd by theſe 
Lectures; that Truth may be diſplay'd, and all falſe 
Ways exploded ; that Men's Opinions and their Deeds, 
being brought to the Light of human Underſtanding, 
it may be manifeſt what Works are wrought of God: 
For every one that does Evil hates the Light ; therefore 
comes not to it, left his Deeds ſhould be reproved ; but he 
that loves Truth, comes .to the Light, that his Deeds 
may be manifeſt, they are wrought in God, (John iii. 


20. 21.) | 
A Let 


ce 


C23 
Let us all, that would have frm Building, look well 


to the F5undation we purpoſe to erect it on, that our 
Labour may ſtand. If we build never fo ye on a 


ſandy Foundation or falſe Bottom, the Structure will 
not ſtand the Fryal. No Foundation leſs than the un - 


changeable Being of all Perfection, on whom the uni- 
verſal Fabric is erected, is the ſure Baſis of Eternal 
Truth. All that we can fee, and all that we cannot 
ſee, depend on him; Wie are all his Offspring, the 
World, and every Part of it; in him all live and move 
and have their 1 His I/-orks diſplay his Will: 
They are the Declaration of the Divine Mind. For . 
God is inacceſſable and inconceivable but by and thro' 
theſe; they ate the manifeſtation of his Wiſdom ; by 
theſe the Divinity is made known to Man, as every 
Tree is known by its Fruits, The Wiſdom of God is 
revealed by the Works and Laws of Nature. The 
wiſe Philoſophers of old built their Doctrine on this 
Platform. This Foundation God himſelf has laid, and 
better can no Man lay ; a Foundation which does not 
depend on the fallible Credit of human Teſtimony. 

The ingenious Mr. Lock ſays, what I wiſh every 
one could ſay, ** Truth has been my only Aim, and 
© wherever that has appear'd to lead, my Thoughts 
© have impartially ſllot'd, without minding whether 
«© the Footſteps of any other lay that Way or no. 

Not that I want a due reſpect to other Men's Opi- 
nions, but after all, the greateſt Reverence is due to 
Truth; and J hope it will not be thought Arrogance 
to ſay, that perhaps we ſhould make a greater Pro- 
greſs in the Diſcovery of rational and contemplative 
Knowledge, if we ſought it in the Fountain, in the 
Conſideration of Things themſelves, and rather 
made uſe of our own Thoughts than other Mens, to 
find it: For I think we may as rationally hope 0 
fee with other Mens Eyes, as to know by other Mens 
Underflandings. So much as we ourſelves compre- 
hend of Truth and Reaſon, ſo much we poſſeſs of 
real and true Knowledge. The floating of other 
Mens Opinions in our own Brains, makes us not 
one jet the more knowing though they happen to be 
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< true; what in them is Science, is in us, but an ob- 
* ftinate Conceit, whilſt we give up our Aſſent only to 
« Reverend Names, and do not as they did, imploy 
% our own Reaſon to underſtand thoſe Truths which 
<< gave them Reputation,” 

Thus far Mr. Lock, whoſe fine way of Reaſoning, 
carries its own Authority with it. 


In proſecuting this Subject I ſhall 


Firſt, Shew the Benefits that accrue by judging 
Truth for ourſelves as Proteſtants, and that the contra- 
ry Doctrine is Popery. 

Secondly, Diſplay the Neceſſity of free Examina- 
tion, by a notable Example from Scripture. | 

Thirdly, Anſwer ſome Objections againſt it, 
And | 

Laſtly, Vindicate the Glory of human Reaſon, by 
obſerving the wretched Conſequences that follow the 
not adhering to it, 


Firſt, The Benefit of judging for ourſelves is evident 
from the reaſonableneſs of ſo doing: If that Doctrine 


which is moſtly contended for carried rational Demon- 


tration with it, how lovely would it appear! But ſince 
the fooliſhneſs of Preaching has been advanced in the 
room of Wiſdom, and Authority in the room of Reaſon, 
Truth has been blaſphem'd, and her Admirers ſtigma- 
. tiz'd with opprobrious Appellations. 

That Men ſhould be diſcountenanc'd from exerting 
their natural Right of judging for themſelves, Free- 
thinkers, I mean, ſober Enquirers are call'd Deifts, and 
rank'd in one Claſs with Atheiſts. — Preachers in this 
Age being preſs'd with Reaſon contrary to their In- 
tere/ts, for fear of expoſing the C rafts by which they 
have their Gain, to the Hone/t and Sincere, give up the 
Cauſe to Popery, by advancing Faith upon Authority 
not to be examined. Ought not Men to give a Reaſon 
for their Faith ? by judging for themſelves they will be 
able to do it, 

Nor can then ſo much unreaſonable Faith paſs cur- 
rent among us as it does; Faith which pleads Autho- 
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rity for its Baſis, in oppoſition to Reaſon and com- 


mon Senſe, is the ſhame of Religion. To take up Re- 


ligion upon Truff, is not to have any of ones own, 
If a Protęſtant takes up Principles upon Credit without 
daring to examine them, What does he more than 
others? Do not even the Papifts ſo? What Reaſon has 
he to proteſt againſt Popery, or diſſent from it, ſince 
both build upon the ſame Bottom? The ſame Argu- 
ments that ſupport the one, maintain the other; both 
walk Blindfold, and both muſt fall into the Ditch of 
Shame and Confuſion, 

It would be Matter of ſurprize, if we knew not the 
Cauſe, to hear Teachers * their Fears, that Men 
will be perverted by making Reaſon their Rule; but 
when Reaſon is aboliſh'd, it can be no ſurprize at all, 
that ſuch Teachers ſhould impoſe on their Believers 
the greateſt Abſurdities for pious Creeds, Whoever 
Affirms or Maintains for Doctrine that — — and 
Faith are at Variance, or that Articles of Faith are not 
to be examined at the Bar of human Judgment, af- 
firms and maintains that Doctrine which is the Root of 
all the Lyes and lying Wonders of Impoſtors; of all 
the falſe Doctrines of Papi/ts, and Pagans ; of all their 
Superſtition and Trumpery ; and of the Perſecutions 
thence ariſing, and has trampled under Foot the Blood 
0 a i ow of God, if J may ſo call them, who s 

end their Rigbt of judging for themſelves again 
Authority, ſuffer'd 3 740 in — Mary's 
Reign, and purchaſed Redemption for us with their 
Blood, from the intolerable Cruelty of the Papal 
Yoke, from the Impoſition, Tyranny and Barbarity of 
that Church, than which there never was or can be a 
worſe. Ought not the Principles that produced ſuch 
inhuman Practices to ſtand for ever condemn'd, and 
ſuch Liberty as thoſe Glorious Martyrs died to de- 
fend, deſerve to be everla/tingly eſpouſed ? Can their 
Death ever ceaſe to adorn with refulgent Glory, the 
Proteflant Cauſe, or diſplay in horrid and deteftable 
Colours the moſt barbarous ſacerdotal Tyranny of Rome, 
that Church of Anti-Chriſt, of which the Worſhip of 
Moloch was but a dull Type and faint Reſemblance 8 

| | 0 
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To the Virtues and Blood of thoſe martyr'd Heroes, 
the Proteſtant Cauſe in all likelihood owes its very 
Exiſtence in this Iſland, and continuance among us 
at this Day. May the glorious Cauſe of Liberty which 
they eſpouſed, be eterniz'd among us, and the Reli- 
gious Freedom which this Nation zow enjoys, be ever 
preſerved and ſhine with augmented Luſtre to all ſuc» 
ceeding Generations; for ſurely, as a fine Author ex- 
preſſes it, a Day, an Hour's glorious Liberty, is worth 
a whole Eternity in Bondage ! 

If it be all Mens natural Right to think, and judge 

freely for themſelves, and freely to declare their Judge- 
ment, What Reaſon can be given for the violent Out- 
cries we meet with againſt the uſe of this Liberty, 
and all Attempts in its Defence? *Tis this, the En- 
joyment of this Right is ſo deſtructive to Prieſtcraft, 
that it is impoſſible theſe two can ftand together ; they 
are irreconcileable as Light and Darkneſs, as God and 
Mammon; tis the Axe that is laid to the Root of that 
accurſed Tree; I mean the Craft of ſuch as are for 
governing Mankind without permitting them to make 
uſe of their Senſe and Reaſon, for IJ have no Inten- 
tion to condemn any whole Set of Men, but ſuch only 
as are blind Leaders of the Blind, eaſily known by 
their Doctrines, in oppolition to Reaſon, and Wolves in 
Sheeps cloathing, alike known by their Works, Pride, 
5 Hd Faction, Perſecution, and all Uncharitable- 
neſs. 
Throughout the whole World, all Contenders for 
Religious Syſtems rejoyce when they have Reaſon on 
their Side, and chuſe it for their Defence rather than 
any Thing elſe ; They will / and ſtand by Reaſon 
when it will be of aſe to and ſtand by them. Nor 
do they ever contemn its Authority, but when it con- 
demns theirs : But as in ſome Caſes all Religions al- 
low of reaſonable Defence, or none would ſtand; fo 
in many others, all Syſtems of Religion founded 
on Tradition, ſhut out Reaſon from Enquiry, and 
will not admit it to enter, 

The Miſtery-Mongers all over the World have 
barr'd the Door againſt private Fudgment ; 2 

ora 


1 

Aforal Truths of theirs, that will bear Enquiry, they 
will bring to the Light, and ſhow them in the beſt 
Colours. Turn them ver and over; you may view 
them thro? and thro', They like hone/t Dealers will 
warrant their Goods to be ſound, fuch as will endure 
good wearing ; and perhaps if but tolerable, they will 
boaſt that there is not the like.---But they know as 
well that their artful or myſterious Principles will not 
bear to be ſo expoſed, 

All clandeſtine Dealers conceal their Impoſitions, Ex- 
tortions, and bad Wares, under ſome Craft or Myſtery. 
That js a tender Point and muſt not be touch'd. And 
no Wonder; for if a Trader ſhould ſuffer his bad 
Goods to be 2xpos'd, and the Art by which he gloſſes 
them over, to be made known to all Comers and inqui- 
fitive Perſons, that the Faults of the Wares, and the 
Impeſitions of the Seller might be eaſily ſeen : Who 
would be Cuſtomers ? If the Myſteries of the ſpiritual 
Craftſmen were expoſed by Reaſon no Man would buy 
their Merchandize any more. Depend upon it, when 
you are hood-wink'd with Myſteries ſupernatural, 
there is Fraud in the Caſe ; *tis but another Word for 
it; the Meaning is the ſame. Whatever is impos'd on 
Men to believe, which will not bear the Light of ho- 
neſt Enquiry, is all Craft and Guile. Truth is open 
and free, it has no ſculking Holes nor dark Carners. 
As he that doth Truth bringeth his Deeds to the Light, 
ſo he that ſpeaks Truth brings his Words and Doc- 
trines to the Light, that it may be manifeſt they are 
wrought in Gog. 

As the Right and Uſefulneſs of private F udgment is 
in part allowed by all, ſo it has its Times too, when 
it is more or leſs inculcated or ſuppreſs'd ; was the Di- 
ſpute againſt the Papi/ts, it would be aſſerted; was 
the Contention againſt Free-thinkers, it would be de- 
ny'd: When Men are perſecuted, they maintain it; 
when Men would ſuppreſs or 2 others, they de- 
ny or limit it. When it ſuits Mens Interęſts it is 
right ; when it does not it is wrang. So once the ſla- 
wiſh Doctrine of Paſſive-Obedience and Non- Reſiſtance 


was generally advanced by Eccleſiaſtics thirſting far 


Power 
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Power to enſlave Mankind, but ſinte they wefe diſ- 
appointed it has ſlept in Silence. If they had ſucceeded, 
we had all been damn'd into it. If that Doctrine was 
right then, it would have been right for ever. But as 
it was wrong then, ſo it never will be right. Exa- 
mine therefore all Time- ſerving Doctrines, and depend 
upon it, that which is right once is right for ever. 
Truthis Eternal, and like God admits of no Variation; 
nor can it change with the capricious Humour and In- 
tereſts of Men. ; 

I ſhall now in the ſecond Place illuſtrate the Neceſſity 
there is of judging for our ſelves by a remarkable Ex- 
ample recorded in the Old Teſtament, 1 Kings, xiii. 
I ſhall firſt give you ſo much of the Relation as is ne- 
ceſſary, and then apply it, 

In the Time of Feroboam King of Iſrael came a Pro- 
phet from Judah to Bethel and propheſied againſt the 
Altar there while the King was ſacrificing, but tho? 
the King invited him Home to his Houſe, he refus'd, 
faying, that he had been charged -by the Word of 
the Lord not to eat Bread nor drink Water in that 
Place ; and obedient to the profeſſed Charge, without 
Eating or Drinking he went homewards another way 
than he came, But an old Prophet at Bethel that had 
heard of it, enquir'd which Way he went, ſaddled his 
Aſe, went after him, overtook him, and prevailed up- 
on him by urging the Word of the Lord for his Authority, 
to come back, that he might eat and drink with him; 
he return'd, fearing no Danger from a Brother Prophet. 
Now when they had eat and drank together, the Word 
of the Lord came to the old Prophet while they were 
ſitting at the Table, and told the Prophet of Judah, 
that for his coming. back, and eating and drinking 
with him contrary to his own private Command of the 
Lord, his Body ſhould never be laid in the Grave of 
his Fathers; and fo it was, that as he was going 
home on an Aſs, a Lyon met him, and kilFd him, 
and ſtood. by the Carcaß, but neither devour'd it, 
nor hurt the Aſs. This ſeveral Men paſſad by, and 
ſaw, and ſome of them told it to the old Prophet of 
Bethel, who ſaddled his Aſs, went and found it as ra- 


ported; 
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potted ; and without fearing at all the Lyon that ſtood 
by, tho' he had by Lying been the Cauſe of his Tranſ- 


greſſion and Death, took the Carcaſs from before the 


Face of the Lyon, laid it on the Aſs that ſtood juſt by, 
brought it to Bethel, and buried it there, 

This is the Narration in Brief, now for the Appli- 
cation, ; | | 

Hence the Neceſſity of judging for our ſelves is 2 
rent, for it was not the hying Prophet that ſuffer'd, 
but he that was deceiv'd by his Lies. And as it was 
then, ſo it is now, It is not the deceiving Priefts that 
ſuffer, but the deceiv'd Laity, Hence we may learn, 
that every one ought to regard the evident Inſoiration 
of God in his own Breaſt ; I mean the Convictions of 
Wiſdom and Virtue, more than all the pretended Mord 
2 Lord in Oppolition to it, from any Perſon what- 

er. 

We ſhould certainly believe none that. come in the 
Name of the Lord, when we have good Evidence or 
plain Reaſon to the Contrary, If a true Prophet can 
propheſy Lies, and true Prophets may be deceir/d by 
thoſe Lies; how careful ſhould we be to try the Spirits, 
and not believe any of them without inconte/table Evi- 
dence? And with what Care ſhould we judge for ourſelves 
what is right from the Reaſon and Nature of Things ? 
that we may not be miſled by pretended Authority, by 
Lies in the Name of God, and Enthuſiaſtic Deluſions. 
If it be ſo dangerous for one Prophet to believe another, 
and ſo hard to know whether a Prophet ſpeaks true or 
falſe, how careful ſhould we be in believing How 
dangerous is it to take Truth upon Truſt or Authori- 
ty! How many are deceived with the pretended Word 
of the Lord, and believe what is impoſed upon them 
under that Sanction, (tho? ever ſo abſurd) rather than 
common Senſe | to which ſhould any objet, he may 
expect for Anſwer, Who art thou, 0 Man, that re- 
plieft againſt God? Altho' the Reply be not againſt 
God, but againſt him only, that profanely ſanctifies his 
Lies with that facred Name. ---- If any one ſhould 
think that the Prophet of Bethel and the Royal Beaſt | 
were in the Intereſt of the King, let him learn from 
| hence, 


; . 1 9 1 a 

hence, that whenſoever the Craft of State and Religion 
are join'd together, People ſhould be very much upon 
their Guard, and arm themſelves againſt the ſolemn 


Conſpiracy, and grave Deceit, 
T, Py I now proceed to anſwer ſome Obje#ions 


* Right of every Man's judging for him- 
Man takes this Liberty, 5 


. Ohj. 1. If every 
*! Lak FA the ſacred Scriptures, and call in 
Bueftion the Truths contained in them, Well, and what 
if do? Truth can bear being call'd in Queſtion. 
Things really ſacred muſt ever remain ſo, no Iaterro- 
gations can render them otherwiſe ; by this Means their 
San#iity will appear. The more Truth is enquir'd in- 
to, the 4% will Men doubt of it; becauſe they will 
know it the better. Truth diſcovers itſelf to the dili- 
gent Inquiſitor : Seek and you ſhall find. If the Scrip- 
tures are Truth, they will bear Examination ; if they 
are not, let em go: But as they contain Truth, tis 
our Bufineſs to find it out, to ſearch of what Nature 
it is, for what End it was given, and to what Benefit 
it tends, | 
Oje. 2. If Men tale the Liberty of judging as they 
pleaſe for themſelves, they will learn to diftate to their 
Superiors, and contemn Authority, To this I anſwer, 
that Men can never be the further from doing their Du- 
ID they #now it. Men will not hereby become 
Rebels to their Governours, ſpiritual or temporal, ex- 
cept their Governours become Tyrants, If the Conſe- 
quence be, the rouzing Men to the Senſe of Liberty, 
and the Love of it, is the Argument ever the worſe? If 
it ſhould tend to the Downfal of Tyrants and Impaſtors, 
it can never be the Cauſe of Rebellion againſt good and 
wiſe Governours, Men, becauſe they are well-inſtrut- 
ed, and rendered more knowing, can never contemn thoſe 
to whom they owe their-Liberty, Civil, or Religious ; 
:but promote rather the Freedom and Happineſs of Man- 
kind. By this alone will the Calling of the Jews, and 
the Fulneſs of the Gentiles be brought in. By this a- 
lone can the Knowledge of the Lord cover the Earth. 
By this alone eternal Peace will be eſtabliſned in the 
— B Religious 
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| | | Religious World, Men /hall beat their Swords inte 
| Plow-ſhares, and their Spears into pruning Hooks ; 
[ Nation ſhall not lift up Sword againſt Nation, neither 
F ſhall they learn War any more for the Cauſe of 
dg Religion. | | | 
4 Again, Though Men take the Liberty of jud 
i what is Truth for. themſelves, and though the advanc- 
| ing this Doctrine be the crying down the Markets of 
the Spiritual Traders ; though this be indeed as with a 
Scourge of ſmall Cords, to whip thoſe Buyers and Sellers 
out of the Temple, to overturn the Tables of the Money 
Changers, and the proud and ſecure Seats of them that 
ſell the Holy Ghoſt ; yet there is not that Danger I 
| could wiſh ariſing from it: The Buyers and Sellers, 
j the Bigots and Prięſts will unite again; the Trade is 
|| likely to continue to the End of the World; for Men 
'z being born Ignorant, perverted by Education, prepoſ- 
| ſeſs'd with Notions before they have Senſe or Reaſon to 
. judge of them, which ſome never have Capacities to do, 
'L and others through Cowardice or Idleneſs never make 
uſe of the Capacities they have; there is no fear but 
the Miftery-mongers will always find Fools enough to 
buy their ſophiſticated Wares : The honeft indeed 
may, and ought to be adviſed how to judge of them, 
and 2 to inſpect the Artifices of thoſe that put 
'em off. . 
Object. 3. What muſt thoſe do that have not Capaci- 
ties to judge fo themſelves or how can Men judge in 
' abſtruſe and difficult Caſes? To this it may be 
anſwer'd, That what is requir'd of Man, is the Ex- 
Erciſe of the Talents they have; not, what they have 
not. To be able to diſtinguiſh right from wrong in 
common Things, is enough for common Capacities 3 ab- 
firuſe and 2 Caſes are generally ſuch as the gene- 
rality of Men have nothing to do with. Things 
above our reach it is beſt to let alone, What we can- 
not come at, tis in vain to ſtrive for. Secret Things 
beyond human Capacity belong to God ; but Things that 
are revealed, that is, ſuch as we can underſtand, per- 
tain to us, and our Children, There can be no Reaſon 
to ſuppoſe that God delights to puzzle the weak Capa- 
- cities 
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cities of his Creatures; that which is above Reaſon is 
not calculated for human Intellects. Incomprebenſible 
Myſteries, though Truth, may confound, but cannot 
convince us ; may make us wretched, but can never 
make us happy. 

I now come to the 4th and laſt Objection, IF every 
Man ſhould ſet up to be his own judge in Matters of Re- 
Htigion, this will occaſion a democracy of Opinions; the 
whole Nation will be a Babel of Notions, as in the Times 
7 the Heathen Philoſophers. Well, and what if it 

ould prove ſo? Will bare Opinions hurt any Body ? 
They may occaſion a combat of Words, and break out 
into a Paper War, very much to the Advantage of all 
concern'd in the Conſumption of that Manufacture, 
and very much to the Advantage of Trade, and Learn-- 
ing : But it muſt be very ridiculous to proceed to the 
knocking together of Logger-heads, pardon the Ex- 
preſſion, unleſs the thickneſs of a Scull can prove the 
Solidity of an Argument, Beſides, by the litterary 
Combat a beautiful Converſion is brought about, where- 
by contemptible Rags become the choice Treaſure of 
Nob lemen and Philoſophers. | 

Finally, the Glory of human Reaſon will evidently 
appear, from the wretched Conſequences that attend 
the not adhering to it. This one Thing is enough to 
prove all that has been ſaid, If we are not to judge for 
ourſelves what is Right from the Reaſon and Nature of 
Things, we may eaſily be toſs'd about with*very ind 
8 and have our Brains turn'd with every 

hirlpool of Enthuſiaſm; we may eaſily truckle to 
any Domineering Church or Prieſt, and kneel down 
to any God. 

He that may be damn'd out of his Reaſon, may be 
damn'd into any Opinion. Nothing can be too mon- 
ſtrous to his pliable Timidity, or too {hocking to his 
eaſy Credulity, if it be well pointed with Damnation. 
If human Judgment be thrown down, human Authority 
muſt be ſet up in its room; and that Authority mult 
not be examin'd by Reaſon, for if it be, Reaſon will 


pull it down, 
B 2 Pretended 
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Pretended Inſpiration, ſuperior to all rational Exami- 
nation, has been the greate/t Adverſary that ever Rea- 


ſon had in the World, All Authority againſt human 
Underſtanding, is founded upon this, even upon this 


Affirmation ; That there are, or have been, ſome Men 
ſo divinely taught immediately from God, that to 
queſtion their Fidelity, to doubt of their Veracity, or 
or not indubitably to receive their Sayings, is to call to 
account Gop HimsELF, Their Sentiments or Writ- 
ings are ſtampt with his ſacred Name, to give the bet- 
ter Sanction to all they fay, Hence the Power of the 
Church, and of every uſurping Prieſt, to explain what 
bears the Name of Sacred and Holy, fo call'd, to awe 
Mea into a Belief of em without Enquiry. Take 
away the Grave and Prieſtly Damnation, fir not be- 
lieving them; and the honeſt World would naturally 
think they had as much Right to judge of them as of 
any Thing elſe: For the Scriptures, however deify'd, 
without our own Reaſon, cannot lead us to Truth; 
however ſtrange it may ſound in the Ears of ſome, and 
though we receive them in the Lump, they are not all 
alike worthy of our Reception : For by the Teſt of 

human Enquiry, we ſhall clearly ſee many Things 
in another Light, when ftript of all that Mask and 
Diſguiſe in which they are commonly repreſented ; for 
the common Senſe of Mankind can eaſily determine, at 
leaſt as to Matters of Fact, by their py ra what 
may have the probability of Truth; and by their Diſa- 
2 what cannot poſſibly deſerve that ſacred 
Name, It is no wonder that Prote/tants, taking the 
bare Scripture, without the Aſſiſtance of ſuperior Rea- 
fon for their Guide, run into ſo many Enthuſiaſtic No- 
tions, and even into Popery itſelf: For believing the 
Letter of the Scripture infallibly true, and not to be ex- 
plain'd by Reaſon, and reading thoſe Words of JFeſus 
Chriſt, which he faid of the Bread, This is my Body ; 
and of the Wine, This is my Blood; and that except ye 
eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink bis Blood, ye 
bave no Life in you ; with ſuch like Expreſſions, and 
abjuring all Reaſon's Comments or Explications, 2 
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the iim of the carnal Mind; he naturally concludes 
from the Premiſes, that the Doctrine of Tranſubſtanti- 
ation is right; Conſequently the Church of Rome which 
maintains it : This Difficulty being got over, he never 
ſeruples the reſt of her Doctrines; for he that can 
ſwallow that Bolus of a Wafer for a God, no Be- 
clefiaſtic Doſe can choke him; and ſo goes over to 
that Church, which compaſſes Sea and Earth to make 
one 4 who when ſo made, is render'd #wofol4 
more the Child of Hell than themſelves. This Con- 
vert being now well loaded with Zeal and Igno- 
rance, Eccleſiaſtic Powder and Ball, there is one 
Blunderbuſs more charged againſt the Proteftant 
Cauſe, whenever that Church has Power or Op- 
portunity to make uſe of him. | 
Thus by a bigotted Zeal for the Scripture itſelf, 
without the Uſe of Reaſon, Men are carried off to Po- 
pery, which it is impoffible any Man, Woman, or 
Child could be, if they were taught oo ap. m their 
own ſelves what is right; for though they could 
not infallibly judge of every Truth, they would in- 

fallibly diſcover what is ſo very yen and be pre- 
_—_ from falling into that Whirlpool of Con- 

uſion. 

Now to conclude ; If the Arguments that have been 
offered may be effectual, to rouze the latent Faculties 
of the Soul, born down by the Gravity of Education, 
Tradition, and Authority defended by chimerical Fears 
and tremendious Horrours of imaginary Dangers, and 
render'd weak and languid thro* miſuſe ; if they have 
weight and Force enough to exert your Minds to Cogi- 
tation and Reflection, and excite you to work out your 
own Redemption with Care and Diligence from grave 
Impoſitions, and ſolemn Slavery, J have not laboured in 
vain, I have obtain'd the End I ſought for: That 
each judging for himſelf what is right, may be brought 
into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of Gd; which 
may be reaſonably expected to be the Reward of all that 
ſeek the Truth with Sincerity ; which to do, that the 
moſt daſtardly and timorous Souls may be encouraged, 
to whomſoever Truth is their real Aim, the Re- 


ward 
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ward of Truth will be their certain End: For 
Peace of Conſcience is the Conſequence of Sin- 
cerity of Mind, and honourable Endeavours ; and 
ſays our Lord, whoſoever aſteth, receiveth ; he that 
ſeeketh, findeth ; and to him that knocketh, it ſhall by 
opened. 


LECTURE 


LECTURE II. 


GENTLEMEN, 


P RS U ANT to our ſetting out, we ſhall fur- 
ther proceed, to vindicate the Right of private 
Judgment, from the Words of Feſus Chriſt, men- 
tion'd in Luke xii. 57. Yea, and why even of your own- 
ſelves, judge ye not that which is right ? 

If we obſerve the Context with the Text, and the 
Ofiice of Jeſus Chriſt with his Words and Actions, we 
may imagine him thus addrefling himſelf to the People. 
You can judge of the Veatber, make juſt Obſervations, 
and draw right Inferences from thence; Why don't 
you do the ſame of other Things which as nearly con- 
cern you? Don't you ſee in me the Signs of a Meſſen- 

er of Truth, and why don't 2 make right Conclu- 

ions from what I deliver? Why don't you evidently 
perceive that I am the Meſſiah, by whom you are to be 
freed, not from the Roman Power, but from the Pow- 
er 0 . who rule over your Con ſciences, from the 
Yoke of Tradition that blinds your Underſtanding, and 
from that of Super/tition which makes you Fools and 
Bigots ? If you did but exerciſe the ſame common Senſe 
in Things of Religion, as you do in the change of Seq- 
ſons, and common Affairs, it would be no difficult 
Taſk for you to Fudge in yourſelves what is right. 

The Power or Faculty which is peculiar to Man, to 
judge of ſpeculative Points, is call'd his Reaſon. All 
Creatures ſeem to have a kind of Reaſon, ſufficient to 
ſupply their Wants; Mans Wants, being greater than 
all other Creatures, his Reaſon is magnified in Propor- 
tion thereto, Birds, Brutes, and Inſects ſeem not to 
want Reaſon neceſſary for their well Being; but as 

Man 
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Man has Deſires and Views beyond theſe, ſo is the ex 
tenſion of his Reaſon beyond them all. As Man is by 
Speech and Inſtruction rendered a ſocial Creature, he 
perceives his Happineſs to conſiſt in Society; therefore 
extends his Views to larger Proſpects, than the narrow 
confines of his own little Being, Souls thus delighted, 
exert all their Powers to their ſocial Bliſs; the 
more they increaſe in Love to ind, the more they 
endeavour to improve their Knowledge. 

As nothing can be more defirable to honeſt Minds 
than the Knowledge of ſacred Truth, it being produc- 
tive of the greateſt Satisfaction, ſo the Means to ob- 
tain it, has always been eſteem'd the fir grand neceſ- 
ſary Point, TRUTH has been by the better Part of 
Mankind laboriouſly ſought after, and efteemed of in- 
eſtimable Value: But thoſe who ſeek Riches and Ho- 
nur as their moſt deſirable have made it their 
Buſineſs in all Ages, as much as poſſible, to bar up an 
eaſy acceſs to it; declaring that alone to be the right 
Wy, which is moſt conducive to their own private 
Ends. This formidable Army -is the Pawer we are 
to attack, if no Power but that of Reaſon only inter- 
fere to decide the Battle, to determine the Iflue of the 
-Contraverſy, to which all righteous Powers ought to 
ſubmit ; we may ſet at Defiance all Manner of Prizft- 
craft throughout the World, nor fear obtaining the 
Honour of a Victorious Triumph. This the Enemy is 
ſenſible of, and therefore have recourſe to other unrea- 
ſonable Methods, whenever they can, which are mean 
and barbarous; but ſuch Methods, God be thanked, 
are at this Time not to be feared. 

The better to underſtand, Whether all Men may 
or can Judge for themſelves what is Right, let us 
enquire. | 


Firſt, Whether all Men have Reaſon to Judge for 
hee! 4 Reaſ be ſaid to be 
» In what Senſe on may be ſaid to 
always Right. | — 


Thicdly, 
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Thirdly, In what Senſe, and by what Means, the 
Reaſon of the common People is generally deprav'd, 
and their Judgments warp from Rectitude. 
Then, draw ſome Inferences from the Premiſes, and 
ſo Conclude. 


Firſt then, let us examine, Whether all Men have 
Reaſon to judge for themſelves ? 

That all Men generally have ſome Power to Reaſon, 
or reaſonable Faculties, is commonly allowed, though 
there may be an Exception to this General Rule; Fools 
and Madmen muſt be excluded; the Organs of Cogita- 
tion, the Senſorium or Nerves in the Brain, in natural 
Ideots, ſeem marr'd in their make, and thoſe in Mani- 
acks diſtracted by ſome accidental Violence, and fo ren- 
der'd untuneable ; therefore neither of theſe belong to 
the general Claſs we are now to conſider of, "Thoſe that 
are incapable of receiving Inſtruction have not Reaſon. 

But there is a kind of Stupidity in ſome, that pro- 
ceeds not always from an Incapacity, but often from 
a wrong Education, and perverſe or flothful Diſpoſi- 
tion, Some are not made Fools by Nature, but are 
render'd ſo by the ill bent of their AﬀeCtions, or by a 
vicious Education, They are not indocible, but incor- 
rigible; they will not be improv'd by Art; Nature has 
given them | AA but they will not make uſe of 
them: Therefore they ſeem not to poſſeſs what they 
do not Exerciſe, The Reaſons of this brutality of 
Mankind, ſhall be conſider'd in their Place, 

If there is not generally in Mankind, a Capacity of 
judging what is Right, Why did Feſus, and Why do 
we, appeal to that Capacity or Power in them ſo to do? 

If the Light of common Senſe was not come into the 
World, how could the Deeds of Darkneſs be con- 
demn'd ? Deeds which bun the Light, and tremble at 
Diſcovery. God has given to every Species of Crea- 
tures, Abilities fit for their well being; and can we 
ſuppoſe he has been 4% bountiful to Men; that they 
only ſhould be ſo weak and neglected, and left fo wretch- 
ed, as to need ſupernatural Leading Strings, which 
themſelves cannot procure 2 put on; but their 9 
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tual Taylors, who dreſs up their Believers Imagination 
in what Mode they pleaſe, and tell them their //edding 
Garments muſt be cut out each according to his own 
Faſhion, or they'll not be permitted to enter the 
Bridegroom's Chamber, To put on their Modes of 
Faith and Worſhip, they call putting on Chriſt ; but 
ſome of their Habits are ſuch meer Maſquerade, that 
they who put them on, ſeem rather to have put on the 
old Man with his Deeds. That there is in every 
Man, who has a common Capacity, a Power to Judge 
what is Right for himſelf muſt be granted; if Man 
be allowed to be a reaſonable Creature, and the right 
2 of it is, that which will enable him ſo to do; 
now the right Exerciſe of it is, when Intereft and Pre- 
judice are ſet aſide, and the Mind left free to determine 
what is the Truth, without any Veight or Bias, but 
that of the Nature and Reaſon of Things; and this 
Judgment of every ſuch individual will be very much 
improv'd, if there be joyn'd with it the Aids of other 
Minds, or the Aſſiſtance of other Mens Thoughts in 
the ſame free way of thinking. | 

Let us ſecondly, Enquire in what Senſe Reaſon may 
be ſaid to be always Right ? 

By calling Man a reaſonable Creature, we allow 
that Mankind have Reaſon, or a Power to Reaſon ; 
a Power perfect in itſelf in the ſmalleſt Degree, and it 
rightly exercts'd, capable of directing to neceſſary Truth - 
But Mens not acting perfectly conformable to it, does, 
not deſtroy the Perfection of its Nature, I ſay, Rea- 
fon is perſect in its Nature, in the ſmalleſt Degree, as 
the ſmalleſt Spark is perfect Fire; ſo the Power of 
Reaſoning though ever ſo weak, is true Power ſo far 
as it is a Power, The one Talent given to be Trad- 
ed with, was of the ſame Nature with the ten, and 
tho he who had n more could not have made 
the Improvement the others did, he might have made 
eme: No more was required of him than the right 
Exerciſe of what he receiv'd. Jeſus Chriſt faid to the 
common and ſuper itious People, Why judge ye not in your- 
ſelves that which is right, upbraiding them with not 
uſing their Reaſon to make a right Judgment of Things, 
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for the Non-exerciſe of Reaſon does not deſtroy its 
Power, though it renders that Power of 10 Service. 
If Reaſon be a Light in its own Nature, it cannot be 
Darkneſs, though it may be Echps'd. If it be not uſed 
as a Light to any Mind, that Mind is dark, being 
void of Reaſon ; but then we ſhould nat condemn Rea- 

an as the Cauſe of that Darkneſs. He that makes a 
falſe Guide his Rule inſtead of his Reaſon, is in a miſe- 
rable State. rh the Light that is in Man be Darkneſs, 
haw great is that Darkneſs. 

To ſay that God has not given Man ſufficient Power 
to do his Will, yet requires it to be done, is to make 
God a ſevere aP | unjuſt Being, reaping where he has 
not ſowed, and gathering where he trawed not. To ſa 
God has given Man a ſufficient Power to do his Will, 
and not ſufficient Capacity in himſelf to know what his 
Will is, is as abſurd and no leſs reflecting on the Juſ- 
tice of God ; for how can a Man do the Will of God, 
if he knows it not? and how can it be jaſt in God to 
require what he does not give? this Capacity to know 
the Law of our Maker, is our Reaſon; which muſt 
therefore be always true in its Nature, Yet as it is hu- 
man, it may be miſus'd, net through its own Fault, 
but by accidents that direct it; for if there be a 
Miſtake, Uncertainty, or any want of Perſpicuity in 
Matter of Fact, Reaſon is not Eyes, nor Ears, theſe 
may be deceiv'd, falſe Atteftations or Accounts credu- 
loufly or raſbiy receib d, without an impartial Enqui 
by ſuch Methods as are neceſſary to n the Truth, 
may miſlead the Judgment : When this happens, and 
Reaſon is exercis'd on falſe Repreſentations, not Rea- 

ſon, but thoſe Eyes, Ears, or Relaters are faulty. 
Hence if we would Reaſon aright, we ſhould beware of 
all falſe and precarious dreaming Stories, and pre- 
tended Viſions to palm a Belief upon us; which con- 
tradicts the common Senſe of Mankind, No Man can 
tell what Form or Colour Things are of, beyond the 
Ken of human Sight; and in like Manner, who fo 
goes about to determine by Reaſon, what there is no 
Foundation for in Senſe, may deceive himſelf : But 
Reaſon is ſtill the ſame 8 itſelf, however ; 
| 2 r 
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for it always diſcovers the moral fitneſs of Facts, which 


are certainly and clearly tranſmitted to the Mind, as 
the Eye does Colours, or the Ear Sounds. 

Indeed it muſt be granted, that though Reaſon be 
perfect abſtractedly conſider'd, yet ſeeing it may be mi/- 


usd, Man is a fallible Creature, and needs Inſtruc- 


tion. 

And that, though all Men may be ſaid to be en- 
lighten'd with a true Light, yet *tis certain it ſhines 
but dim in ſome, ſo that all Men cannot be Philoſo- 
phers; ſome muſt be hewers of Mocd, and drawers of 
IWater to the Congregation : Nature has wiſely form'd 
ſome for that Service. But when the Tribe of Levi 
are of this fort, they are made holy Butchers for the 
Service of the Sanctuary, and make the Altar facred 
with the Blood of Lambs: Ignorance is made uſe of to 
laughter Innocence, As the Light of Reaſon but faintiy 
emits its Rays in ſome of the human Form, ſo that 
their Capacities ſeem not to exceed the Brutes, as to 
any Thought or Judgment beyond the common Af- 
fairs of the Life they are exercis'd about, ſo Labour in 
that State of Life is all they are fit for, which if they 
perform well in their Stations, are certainly good Peo- 
ple, proper in their Place, and ought to be valued as 
| 4—— to the Common Wealth. But an incapacity of 

udgment in Things morally fit, does not always 
ariſe from the natural Make of the Man, but oft 
times becauſe Men do not make uſe of the Endow- 
ments, which God by Nature has given them. 
This leads us to the third Thing, which is to en- 
quire, Why Mens Reaſons are generally deprav'd, and 
their Judgments warp from ReCtitude ? I have con- 
ſider'd of three grand Cauſes, though perhaps more 
may be given, 

1/2, If. a falſe Foundation be laid for a true, the 
Concluſions proceeding from thence as directed by Rea- 
fon, may be rightly drawn, yet very falfe in them- ' 
ſelves ; becauſe founded on a falſe Hypotheſis. 

If a Houſe be ever ſo well built on a ſandy Founda- 
tion by the Sea-ſide, the riſing Surges, the tempeſ- 
tuous Waves, and ſtormy Winds will lay it waſte. 
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All we know by Reaſon is true, according to the Evi- 
dences on which it is founded; if thoſe Evidences are 
clear, the Reaſons naturally reſulting from thence will 
be clear alſo: But if the ground York of thinking 
Creatures is wrong laid by Education, or Authority, 
and they never call thoſe Fundamentals in Queſtion, 
nor judge for themſelves different from thoſe Rules, it 
is no wonder if they are wrong all their Life-time 
after, 

| Men cannot know the Truth, that do not impar- 
tially examine what is Right or Wrong from the 
Foundation, Mens Reaſon ſhould look backward as 
well as forward ; for Men are too often train'd up in 
Error, and blinded by Tradition. 

If a Man Trade on a borrow'd Stock of Faith, which 
upon Examination proves a Counterfeit, it can be no 
wonder if upon making up the Balance, the believing 
Trader finds himſelf a ſpiritual Bankrupt. 

24ly, If right Premiſes or Propoſitions are laid down, 
but not clearly under/icad, Men may by their Reaſons 
draw falſe Concluſions ; thus Reaſon wrong, as to the 
right Senſe of the Propoſitions, though right as to their 
Apprehenſions of them: Thus Men may be de- 
22 at the ſame Time they think themſeves in the 

ight. 

Here we are allowed to ſay, that Men may teach 
falſe Doctrines out of the Scripture by miſtaking its 
Senſe; for in it are many Things hard to be under ſtood 
aright. *Tis eaſy then for Men of no ww Penetra- 
tion to err; and making that Error their Foundation 
to Reaſon from, it is called the miſtake of their Reaſon, 
though it be not ſo, but their miſtake of the Senſe of 
Scripture Words and Phraſes, which they extract their 
Doctrines from. The Original of the Scripture cannot 
be wrong, for where is it to be found in the World ? 
Yet the Tranſlation is often found fault with, though 
it has been the hong Labour of very Learned Men. 

It is no Virtue to receive any Thing implicitly or b 
Authority; becauſe though it may be true, What Aſ- 
ſurance has the Believer that it is ſo? . What Reward 
can be due to thoſe who receive all "Things upon 

Truſt ? 
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Tru/t ? for he that believes in the true God by the Faith 
of Education only, had he been educated an Idolater, 
would have believed in Idols What then is he better 
who believes in Chriſt by Education meerly, than he 
that believes in Moſes or Jae ? For if he had been 
taught to believe in one of theſe, he would have been a 
Few or Mahometan : Or Foſs of India would have been 
quite as ſacred a Name to him, as Feſus of Nazareth: 
Nor is an implicit Believer of even Truth itſelf able to 
defend it; ſince he is ignorant of the Reafons which a- 
lone can do it. Much of our Wiſdom conſiſts in un- 
learning what we have wrong learn'd; for Notions 
that are induftriouſly taught for filthy Lucres ſake up 
and down in the World, will not bear the Teſt of 
ſober and rational Enquiry, and ought therefore to be 
rejected. | 

34ly. Another Kind of Error in Judgment proceeds 
from Mens Stubbornneſs in Opinion, Zeal for their own 
Way, which they like not to hear ſpoken againſt, or 
condemn'd by the cleareſt Reaſons, and this Claſs I 
ſhall diſtinguiſh into five Sorts, 

1/7. Thoſe that knowing their own Inability to rea- 
fon about ſuch Principles which their Paſtors puzzle 
them with, take all they ſay for granted, give them- 
ſelves up in blind Obedience to all their Doctrines and 
Directions, and thinking them mighty Scholars becauſe 
of their re Nonſenſe, give into their Sytem 
and believe all they fay. Theſe go wherever their 
Shepherd leads them, and tho? not quite ſo harmleſs, are 
as /illy as Sheep. 

2dly. Some are willing to think themſelves in the 
Right, becauſe they think it ſcandalous to change their 
Sentiments. This is commonly the Vice of the An- 
tient, Shall I, fays a grave Senior, grown grey with 
the Weight of revolving Years, change my Sentiments, 
and as it were my Religion, which I have been wedded 
to ſo long; and own to the World that I have liv'd all 
my Life in Error? Ah no! this ill becomes my Gra- 
vity. Old Men are commonly inflexible; as there is no 
changing grey Hairs to youthful Colour, fo whoever has 
been acc/tom'd to a Road of thinking for three * 

| ore 
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Score Years, and pleas'd only with that Road, cannot 
eaſily by the moſt powerful Arguments be led out of it. 
He is like an Engine of Clock-work that is ſet a- going 
by Art, and muſt go by the Force of its Spring or 
Weight, in the ſame '7 Aon it ever did, till the 
Spring or Weight be down. The way of Thinking 
of ſuch ſort of Men becomes an Habit, and powerful as 
Nature itſelf, Who wou'd encounter ſuch a potent 
Adverſary ? or who that does, can hope for Succeſs ? 
which if it be poſſible ta obtain, is not to be done by 
all the Reaſon in the World at the Times when theſe 
Men are fancying themſelves maſt Devout ; for Superſti- 
tion and Enthuſiaſm, the Pride of Religion, join'd with 
the invincible Force of long Cuſtom, bears down all be- 
fore it. But at the Times, if ever there are ſuch that 
can be happily ſtruck in with, when the Religious Up- 
roar of their Minds is filent, when they dare to doubt 
of the Abſurdities, and Incredibilities of their own 
Opinions, (which are not properly their own, but ſuch 
as have been put into them,) only then, they are capa- 
ble 'of receiving Information, and ſeeing themſelves in 
an Error, or at leaſt of being brought to believe, that 
other Men poſſibly who differ from them, may be in 
the right in ſome Things, at leaſt fo far as may entitle 
them to the Favour of God ; and that no Man has a 
proper Claim to it for meerly adhering to Principles 
taught when a Child ; nor any Man expelled his Fa- 
vour, for abdicating thoſe Principles who perceives them 
erroneous ; and that every Man may be permitted to 
judge in himſelf what is right. | 

3dly. Some are careleſs and indifferent whether they 


are right or wrong, they think it fafeſt to be pro- 


tected by Authority, that it is moſt pleaſing to follow 
the N Faſhion of Religion as well as Habit, and 
cautioully reſolve not to ſwim againſt the Stream. 
Theſe if Religion does them no good, they do no 
hurt with it ; they are religiouſly harmleſs, and fo in- 
different that there is no fear of their being Sectaries. 
This Claſs of Men if they deſerve no Applauſe, ought 
not to be condemn'd ; becauſe they are to be eſteemed 
ſome of the beſt Members of every Eſtabliſhed ag 
e 
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Theſe are never Righteous over-much, which is as Miſ- 
cheivous as to be over-much Wicked, The fame Ex- 
treams are equally diſtant from the Mean of the Purity, 
Social Love, and Wiſdom of true Religion. They that 
are over-much Righteous are always hurtful Creatures, 
to their Neighbours, Relations, or "Themſelves. For 
when a Man with an empty Head has it filled with a 
Prigſt, he neglects the taking care of his Family, and 
runs up and down from one Church or Place to a- 
not her, praying God to do it. 

Many of thoſe that ſeem indolent in Matters of Re- 
ligion, who are indifferent as to Forms of Morſbip, and 
careleſs in their. Credenda, have the Powers of the 
Mind running in another Channel, and biaſs'd by the 
Influence of other Views in their different Stations of 
Life; which if it be laudable, may be their Way to 


Happineſs; for tho' every Way to it be rait and 


difficult, therefore requires Induſtry ; many are the 
Ways that lead to it. If the Motive be Fu/?t and Ho- 
nourable, the Purſuit muſt be good and virtuous, He 
that rightly exerciſes the Diſpoſitions Nature has given 
him, ſerves God and Mankind acceptably, as well one 
way as another, 

4thly. There belong to the Claſs of thoſe that obſti- 
nately err in Judgment, ſome who from a Fondneſs of 
being thought Religious, and glorying in a Shew of Pro- 

eſſion, ſuck in the Notions of their right holy Nurſes, 
ike Mother's Milk. The Profeſſor ſays, Oh what a 
heavenly Man is our Preacher ! how feelingly he talks 
of the Work of the Spirit! and if he often mentions 
the Name of CHisT, tho' perhaps to little Purpoſe, 
only to ſanctify a pitiful Performance, The Profeſſor cries 
out, Oh this is a rare Chri/t Preacher] A worthy Man 
of God ! this being carried to the Ears of the Di- 
vine, and the Teſtimony being ſealed with the Paw of 
the Golden Calf, he avers his Diſciple is a right good 
Chriſtian, _ 

Thus the Characters of each are fix'd, and it is no 
leſs than Sacrilege to obſerve any Flaw in their 7udg- 
ment or Behaviour, I ſay not this to encourage Cen- 
loriouſneſs, or Slander ; But after all, his efeftual 

| Preaching 
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Preaching ſo call'd, amounts to no more than this, 
the making ſome tender Matrons ſigb and groan, and 
timorous Youths to cry and run into Deſpair ; becauſe 

are taught to believe that God is a very hard 
Maſter ; tho? the Preacher himſelf don't tell them how 
eaſy he finds God's Service to him, and what feeling 
Foy, what effeftual Reward, the Work of Grace brings, 
when it praſpers in his Hands. He powerfully incul- 
cates the Doctrines of Free Grace and the New Birth 
to his Hearers, and well he knows the Believer has the 
true Marks, when he feels them in his Fingers. 

Hence is the Fifth and laſt Reaſon I have at preſent 
to give, why Men obſtinately err in Judgment. 

f this ort are all they, who from their Fidelity 
and Honeſty to the Intere/t of Mammon, have no other 
left. That which ſuits this, is Truth to them; and 
what does not is ſchiſmatical, heretical, or whatever th 
pleaſe to call it. Some there be of this kind that to 
munopolize the whole Market to themſelves, oblige Men 
to pay for what they do not want, nor uſe, and would 
4 0 if they had the Wares for nothing. What can 
any Man think but that theſe Impoſers have no Con- 
ſcience at all, and therefore ought never to tall of it: 
Yet what all Tradeſmen and Merchants would laugh at ; 
none make greater Pretenſions to it; their whole Trade 
being nothing elſe but to tall about it, and therefore 
deſerve not the Honour of being rank'd among Fair 
Dealers. 

But from ſuch whoſe gain is their rr let us 
turn auay; The wiſe Man's Eyes are in his Head, ſays 
Solomon; his Reaſon is rightly grounded and directed, 
not built on falſe Bottoms, not drawn from falſe Premi- 
ſes. The wiſe Man's Rule is that divine Law of moral 
Fitneſs, which teaches what is juſt and good, which 1s 
generally more or leſs evident, as it is more or leſs 
obſery'd and obeyd. The Good of Society, and the 
Felicity of Mankind, depend on their Adherence to it. 
"This, if rightly regarded, is a ſufficient Director to make 
Men as happy as they can be; for by Reaſon rightly ex- 
ercis'd and improv'd, Men know all moral and ſpecula- 
tive Truths they can know ; and it has always been an 

effectual 
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effectual Means to make rational Creatures wiſe and 
virtuous, if they have been ſo made at all. 

No more Perfection can be in any Creature than its 
Nature is capable of; Man's Nature is only capable of 
moral Perfection, which Reaſon teaches, for all Morality 
is directed by right Reaſon, tis the utmoſt Perfe&ion 
of human Nature: Nor can there be any greater Holi- 
neſs found in Man or requir'd of him, If he fancy 
himſelf poſſeſs'd of any other, it muſt be on the 
Credit of his Spiritual Merchant, whoſe Wares being 
Chimerical, are never vendible, but when uninguiſitiue 
Chapmen go to Market, Reaſon is ſaid to be cor = 
rupted when it is exercis'd on wrong Subjects, or to a 
wrong End, or bad Purpoſes ; therefore a Wiſe Man 
examines well if the Corner-Stone of his Building be 
eleft and precious, and is careful that his Aims are ſuch, 
as are conducive to the higheſt Happineſs, and productive 
of the greatęſt Good his Station is capable of to himſelf 
and Mankind. He conſiders well the Cauſe, and 
weighs well the Effects. If he errs, as who is wiſe at 
all Times, and in all Reſpects, he is acquitted of Guilt 
if his Intentions are juſt, As no Man is all-Anotuing, 
ſo no Man is all-wiſe ; and as Man is a mutable, 15 
every Man is a fallible Creature: Vet by his doing his 

1 employing his Talents in the be - 
ner he can, if he ſhou'd not improve them, Cebich is 
hardly poſſible) he has deſerv'd Succeſs, and thereby 
acquitted himſelf of Guilt, He that trades in the 
World with Hone/ty and Induſiry, but fails, Men will 
pity, and give him Credit again: Is God leſs juſt or 
merciful than Men? Tho' Merit be not always re- 
warded with apparent Succeſs, yet it is not for that the 
leſs Merit. God who ſees not as Man ſees, but regards 
the Heart, doubtleſs rewards Man's hone/t Endeavour 
with internal Peace and Tranquility. 

From what has been ſaid we may infer, 

1/7, If the wrong Biaſs of our — * Paſſions or 
Prejudices miſlead the Judgment, and cauſe us to 
ſwerve from moral Rectitude, how careful ſhould we 
be, who make Truth our Aim, to guard againſt thoſe | 


Adverſaries 


1 
Adverfaries of our Bliſs which fruſtrate all our En- 
deavours. | 
If we have mental Faculties which rightly improv'd 
will lead us 2 Truth, let us 1 a proper Uſe of 
them, by thinking and reaſoning freely ; let us regard 
this intellectual Lieht, and be careful to preſerve it by 
ſupplying our Lamps with Oil; by improving our rea- 
ſonable Faculties, with what Learning and ines 
may preſerve their luminous Splendor, to order our 
Conduct aright, that we may not be found in the 
ſame Caſe with the fooliſh Virgins, whoſe Lamps of 
Reaſon went out thro' Careleſſneſs, and being involy'd 
in the Darkneſs of Miſteries were ſhut out of the 
Kingdom of Truth. | | 
2dly, Since the inadvertent Part of Mankind are the 
incurious Searchers after Truth, it is evident the Popu- 
lace know it not; it is out-voted by Numbers, He 
that would find it muſt not herd with the Multitude, 
yet Truth affects no Singularity, but is plain, free, and 
unaffefted. 
ho* the Throng have excluded Truth, and tho? it 
is the Buſineſs of many, to ſtand like Mercuries at the 
Turnings of the Highways, directing honeſt Enquirers 
to go that Road which moſt conduces to their Gain, 
not the Way that is moſt right ; yet by thoſe that ſeek 
Truth in the right Way of Reaſon, directed by Nature, 
or by wiſe Obſervations of Nature's Rules, and biaſs'd 
by no other Paſſion than the ſincere Love of it, it ma 
be found plain to the Underſtanding, and irre/i/tibly 
convincing to the Judgment, 
34ly, Let them that would find Truth, beware of 
the Miniſters of Mammon; who ever comes to Truth 
muſt be careful of their Road, muſt cautiouſly doubt 
and examine what is impos'd on them by their Autho- 
rity, 
4thly, If there are ſo many Ways of Deception into 
which the Vulgar run, how wary ſhould we be to a- 
void all theſe dangerous Rocks and unheeded Quick- 
ſands, and ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate of Wil- 
dom gr Truth, for few there be that find it. | 
2 
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For what Men generally call Truths, are their own 
Sentiments of Things. Theſe are as different as their 
Educations, and depend thereon ; but Truth muſt be 


founded on the Reaſon and Nature of the T hings them- 


ſelves, or there is no Foundation in Nature for Truth. 
He that knows the Voice of Truth will not follow the 
Voice of a Stranger. The Stranger utters incompre- 
henſible Myſteries, pretended ſecret Decrees, his Ora- 
cles hold forth unintelligible Enigma's, roaring with 
anathematizing Bulls, and terrible Thunders in Fire 
and Smoke, an excellent Emblem of dar Zeal. 

But the Voice of Truth by Nature is plain and eaſy, 
ſoft and entrancing, ſweet and alluring, wiſe and in- 
forming the Head, virtuous and reforming the Heart. 


Glory is in her right Hand, and Peace is in her left. 


It is that Wiſdom which is better than Rubies or fine 
Gold, and all the Things Men can deſire are not to be 
compared with it. 
Did Men really know, that the only Thing neceſſary 
to be known with regard to God and Religion is princi- 
ally that of their Duty to each other, in their different 
tations of Life, they would not be fo eaſily deceiv'd, 
and terrihed from exerciſing their reaſonable Faculties 
by damnation Dofrines about Faith; they would be 
more wiſe and honeſt, and enjoy Life with more Plea- 
fure and Freedom ; but then the Pride, the Power, and 
the Profit of myſterious aſſuming and diftating Prieſts 
and Preachers would be laid low; their Pageantry and 
Superſtitions would be brought down; Men would 
have the higheſt Veneration for Wiſdom and Truth, 
Honęſiy and plain Dealing; they would not ſwallow 
down the miſchievous Principles they do, and with ſuch 
fiery Zeal contend for them; but ſocial Virtue, and 
harmonious Love, the very Soul of Religion, would ſhine 
for all our Actions, and tranſlate this World into Pa- 
radice. ; 
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A POEM, addreſs'd to the Reverend 


Mr. WHITEFIELD, and MET Ho- 
DIS TS, occaſioned by Reading his 


SERM ON, preached at Briſtol, on 
2 Cor. v. 17. 


4 1 * 


R O! Whitefield, Preacher much admir'd ! 
or I divinely am by Truth inſpir'd. 

Nor leſs is mine, than is thy Pious Aim, 

Error to vanquiſh, and the Truth proclaim, 

By Reaſon ly ſacred Truth is known; 

By this the wrong; by this the right is ſhown, 
Authority, and Allegoric Senſe 

Cannot convince : Proof calls for Evidence. 


If by our Generation we derive 
All evil Seeds, and Sins provocative ; 
If by the nat'ral Birth Mankind are born 
In enmity to God, and holds in fcorn 
Salvation profer'd by the Goſpel Grace ; 
And are by Nature an abandon'd Race; 
| 'Thou very Reverend Man, the Means diſplay, 
That leads to this regenerated way ; 
How I may be refin*d, who'm foul throughout? 
ö How may the heav'nly Work be brought about? 
N Can I _ myſelf, myſelf conceive? 
| | Or have I Power to make myſelf believe 
ö What does * Senſe control, = Judgment paſs? 
| Can I, my Nature change, and Good embrace, 
Who am to Vice, to every Evil prone ? 
Can I my pleaſing, ruling Luſts dethrone? 
If that by Nature I abhor God's Laws, 
Then what in me can plead my Maker's Cauſe ? 
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I Or how can I one ſtep to Goodneſs move? 

Or how procure the Holy Spirit's Love? 

1 * Can I the Object of God's Vengeance, pleaſe ? 
Can I the Tree of Life immortal ſeize? | 


| 

| My. Will's deprav'd ; I would not, if I could; 

| 5 My Power is loſt, I cannot if I would; 

j | | Nor can be paſſive, Nature prompts me on; 
Nor more can ſtop, than can a falling Stone. 

| What Means can helpleſs wretched Sinners take ! 

| A Power invincible the Change muſt make! 

| For that alone can all Man's Powers control, 

| Renew his Nature, and convert his Soul, 

Whoever then is damn'd, may well repine, 

| Lord I was paſſive, all the Power was thine ; 

il What I was made, I was; if I was Evil, 

Thy Will confign'd me early to the Devil. 

| For what controls thy Power, or rules thy Will; 

Or who can move what is immutable ! 


How vain, O! Whitefield, is your Preaching then 
| In vain you threaten unregenerate Men : 
In vain you warn them of impending Woe : 
For none have Power the Way you lead to go 


| Ah wretched Man ! who can enough condole, 
| The ſure Damnation of each human Soul, 


| Unleſs eternal Mercy fave the whole 

| Extend free Grace, O Whitefield, to us all; 

Or quit the wretched Tale of Adam's Fall: 

For what can mar what God pronounces good? 

Or how can be Omnipotence withſtood ? 

«© But if like Glaſs we only ſoil'd appear, \ 


'Then we by Nature not corrupted were, 

But Vehicles of Light and Virtue are. 

„Or if like Gold are unrefin'd in Ore, 

What need we then our nat'ral State deplore ? 
Refining Education will diſplay, 

Th' intrinſic Virtues lodg'd in human Clay, 


But if we're not by Nature born in Sin, 
What need we after to be born ag in. 


If 
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Ik to defend your Cauſe, you thus object, 
Hear me, O! Whitefield, with no diſrepet; 
If *tis no Metaphor, why do you blame 

Great Nicodemus, and his Senſe declaim? 

And if it be, How could that Ruler know, * 
What Senſe from that myſterious Phraſe could flow ? - 
You underſtand it means a Work within, | 
To combat Evil, and to conquer Sin. 7 
But had you not th' Expreſſion heard before, 
Would you not ſaid as much, or faid much more? 


Now by what Power this inward Work is wrought, 
Let us examine, by a ſerious Thought, 


If th? Operations of the Spirit are, 
The Conſequence of our aſſiduous Care, 
We muſt by Nature have ſuch heav'nly Powers, 
Whoſe Labour makes the Holy Spirit ours, 
He waits our Pleaſure, while we his fulfil ; 
When he has Power to mould us as he will : 5 
Vet he controls us not in doing ill. 
His Will ſubmits to ours, tho Sin he hates, 
Vet we Sin on, and he commiſerates, 
Not interpoſes (tho* he means us well) 
To ſtop us in our full Career to Hell: 
And yet except he does, we're ſure to go 
To unconceiv'd and everlaſting Woe. 
If *tis the Holy Ghoſt the Work begins, 
Why not perfect it, in each Soul that Sins? 


If knowing Good, the Holy Spirit be, 
We've in ourſelves the Power to be free ; 
There we the Path to Happineſs may find, 
By uſing right the Endowments of the Mind. 
God's Work needs not his further mending Care; 
We make ourſelves whatever *tis we are. 
If early we begin good Seeds to plant, 
No Power ſupernatural we want. 
But if regardleſs grow the rankeſt Weeds, 
Mens own unhappineſs are their ill Deeds. 1 
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U bom common Senſe, nor Sil 9 — — 42 
God not converts by Wonder working: — ww: 
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_ we from God proceed, God has impreſoe- 0. 
The heavinly/ Image 1 in the human B reaſt? 4 | 
Altho OBKurity,may hide the Face 
Of Virtue's brightneſs'in the human Race, * 
We can contract th extended Arm of Grace? | 
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What 82 remains, but that we ſhould pur f forth 
Our inbred Powers, and. ſhew our inbred Worth, 
To be re- born, eſpouſe the glorious Cauſe * +: 
Of Reaſon, Wiſdom, Truth, and. Nature's Laws, 
Pure Laws that from the pureſt Being came 3 
And are like him eternally the lame. <4 al 


Then let no dark Deſpair Cat civil Mirth, 
But learn of Wiſdom what” 8 che ſecond Birth,” 


Mankind is born in " at arſt, 

But when the Soul for Wiſdom is ak 

It lives another Life, tis born ag'in, 

And ſucks immortal Truths with raptures in, 
Damnation Doctrines gives him no ſurprize ; 
No horrid Hell, no Devil terrifiesss 

No future fears his ſteady Soul annoy; ; 

' He lives, and riots in hw, of Joy. 


